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THERE are particular peri- 
ods of time, to which mankind, 
with the highest propriety, u- 
nite in paying peculiar regard. 
There are certain seasons, 
which may well be denominat- 
ed the resting-places of life. 
They are eminences on our 
journey through the world. 
When we arrive at them, it be- 
comes us to make a_ solemn 
pause, with a scrutinizing eye 
to take a retrospect of the past, 
and at the same time, extend- 
ing our view forward to the 
future, to contemplate with se- 
riousness the momentous chan- 
ges and the awful scenes which 
lie before us and may soon a- 
wait us. One of the most dis- 
tinguished. of these periods is 
the commencement of a New 
Year. At this season we have 
now arrived. The E:litors of 
the Adviser would, therefore, 
call the attention of their read- 
ers to some of those interesting 


and important considerations . 


which are suggested by the oc- 
casion. 

We are situated on a narrow 
peninsula, on one side of which 
streatches the past, and on the 


f 
at 


other extends the future. ‘To. 
each of these we sustain an im- 


portant and interesting rela- 


tion. 

It is very far from being 4 
correct apprehension, that our 
concern with what is past ceases 
as the momenis of life glide 
along and bear us forward on 
our course through the world.. 
The past is registered in heav- 
en and should live in our re- 
membrance. Solemn conse- 
quences will inevitably flow 
from it, and from it beneficial 
effects should arise. For the 
past we must. render an ac- 
count to God and fromthe past 
we ought to derive signal ad- 
vantages. It is capable of af- 
fording us Leece of instruction, 
motives to humiliaiion and pen- 
itence and iucitements to activ- 
ity and diligence. At the close 
of every day, should we exam- 
ine our conduct during its prog- 
ress, and lament whatever was 
criminal or defective and re- 
solve to amend whatever was 
faulty. Every day should thus 
be made the means of correc- 
tion and improvement to those, 
which succeed. - In the same 









































manner, more extensive and 
unportant periods should be 
surveyed and should, ia a more 
eminent degreee, have a be- 
nizn influence on our future 
lives 

In con templating the past, 
we should call into view our 
privileges, the dispensations of 
divine providence, and the 
eiects, which have been pro- 
duced in the temper of our 
hearts, and -the course of our 
lives. 

The good hand of God has 
placed us in “a. land of bibles 
and of sermons.” . We live un- 
der the meridian beams of the 
Sun ofrighteousness. We have 
our lot given us, where the best 
advantages are enjoyed for be- 
coming acquainted with divine 
truth, and being made wise un- 
to salvation. The Sabbath 
weekly returns to give usa res- 
pite from the toilsof life, and 
a release from its cares, that 
our attention may be directed 
to religion, and our souls pre- 
pared for that eternal rest, of 
which the Christian Sabbath 
isan obvious and bright, tho’ 
an imperfect emblem. On the 
day of God, the doors of the 
sanctuary have been thrown 
open to admit us to participate 
in the public devotious, and to 
listen to lessons of instruction 
from the word of life. . There 
has our duty been announced ; 
there has the path of safety 
been pointed out, and there 
have we been admonished with 
solemnity, and urged with ear- 
nesiness to r apent, believe, and 
obey the gospel. Fifty- two 
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such seasons, have, during the 
past. year, been enjoyed. 
Through its progress, the sa- 
cred scriptures, the repository 
of divine wisdom, have heen 
in our hands, or within our 
reach. Various have been the 
other sources of religious knowl- 
edge, and the other means of 
religious improvement, to which 
we have had access. Distin- 
guished then have been our 
advantages for attaining the 
Christian character, and for 
making proficiency in religious 
excellence. 

The ability which we have 
possessed of communicating 
blessings to others, should, in- 
the retrospect of life, be taken 
into consideration. If God has 
given us affuence, he has fur- 
nished us with “the power of 
conveying relief and comfort 
to the children of want and 
wretchedness. He has also 
plared in our hands, the means 
of extending moral and reli- 
gious instruction to those, who 
are involved in darkness, or 
blinded by sin, ard of turnin 
into the path of life those, w + 
are rushing on to ruin. If far 
removed from wealth, if but 
slender has been our ability, 
the little, which we have had 
it in our power to perform, 
should not have been omitted. 
If by knowledge and under- 
standing He has “qualified us to 
become the instructors of oth- 
ers, He has fitted us to be the 
instruments, by which they 
might have been enlightened, 
reformed, and made heirs of 
salvaiion. If he has given us 
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influence, he has invested us 
with the power of being sub- 


servient to the promotion of 


the most. valuable interests of 
mankind. In hisexample, God 
endows every individual with 
the power of doing good. He 
may, by his conduct, adorn and 
recommend the religion of 
Christ. He may be the means, 
not only of preventing others 
imbibing an antipathy to chris- 
tianity; but of leading. them 
to behold its excellence, its val- 
ue, its necessity. 

In reviewing the past, the 
blessings with which by the 
kindness of an indulgent God 
we have’ been favored, should 
be called to remembrance. 
Kach inidividual only can know 
completely the favors, which 
he has derived from the hand 
of God. But whatever the 
mercies may be, which we 


' have received, and whatever 


the instrument, by which they 
were communicated, they pro- 
ceeded from the divine bounty. 
He has “ given us bread to eat 
and raiment to: put on.” -He 
has supplied our wanis and. 
crowned our endeavors with all 
the success; with: which they 
have been attended. If sick- 
ness has M¢@m removed, God 
has healed fs ; and if distress 
has been alleviated, he has 
given us relief. We should 


also number among the instan- 
ces of the divine gooduess, the 
enjoyments which he has con- 
tinued, and the evils which he 
has warded off. We are en- 
compassed by a host. of dan- 
gers. 


In the midst. of these 
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dangers his arm has guarded | 
us in safety, and the destroyer 
has not come nigh us. By the 
kindness of God our reason nas 
been preserved. By his mer- 
cy life has been spared, our 
day of grace prolonged, and 
the means of salvation and ihe 
hopes of eternal life continued. 

The aitiictions, with which 
we have been visited, should 
also pass in review before us, 
Arguish and sorrow are the 
concomitants of life. Every 
individual is called, more or 
less. frequenily, to taste of the 
wormwood and the gall. How- 
ever painful to be endured, ai- 
flictions are commissioned on a 
benevolent errand, and they 
often leave behind them salu- 
tary effects. ‘They are cal u- 
lated to occasion seriousness o£ 
mind and sensibility of heart, 
and are thus suited to render 
the soul easily susceptible of 
religious impressions. . ‘Lhey 
teach us our weakness, and the 
instability of earthly happi- 
ness, and are adapted to pro- 
duce a solemn conviciion, that 
only to the favor and protec- 
tion of a superior power and to 
a title to more permanent en- 
joyments, we should attach su- 
preme importance. They thus 
strip the world of its false lus- 
tre and divest it of its fascina- 
tions. “They are fitted to a- 
waken conscience from its slum- 
bers, and to render the soul a- 
live to a sense of duty and at- 
tentive to the will of God. Af- 
lictions thus tend to rouse 
mankind from their stupidity, 
to destroy their idclatrous te- 
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gard for the objects of time 
and sense, to recall them from 
their courses of folly and guilt, 
and to cause them to take re- 
fuge in the sanctuary of reli- 
gion. 

To these several particulars, 
when we look back and survey 


' the past, should we direct our 


attention. We should also con- 
sider what: the past has done 
for us, and what are our pres- 
ent characters. : 
Are we strangers to religion ? 
How strong, then, the occasion 
must be, which the retrospect 
of life affords us, for alarm and 
anxiety ! God has indulged us 
with distinguished religious 
privileges. He has favored us 
with the amplest means of be- 
coming acquainted with di- 
vine truth, and of being led to 
embrace the offers of the gos- 
pel. Through another year, 
Sabbath after Sabbath has _re- 
turned. Lesson after lesson of 
instruction has been heard. 
Warning has been heaped up- 
on warning, and intreaty upon 
intreaty. ‘The word, the prov- 
idence, and the Spirit of God 
have taught, admonished and 
reproved, But all has been 
in vain, Through means and 
mercies and afflictions we have 
persevered in sin, and rushed 
on to ruin.. Means have not 
been able to render us the fol- 
Jowers of the Lamb. Mercies 
have not been able to soften 
our hearts and to lead us to re- 
pentance. And though afflic- 
tion has hedged up our way, 
we have vroken through the 
thorns and briars, and persist- 
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ed in the neglect of religion. 

Well, then, at a review of 
the past, may the sinner trem- 
ble. He has the niisimprove- 
ment of the various means, 
which he has enjoyed, of being 
made a subject of the grace of 
God and an heir of salvation, 
the abuse of the divine mercy 
and the squandering of his day 
of trial to render his account 
a fearful one at the bar of 
judgment. He hasalso for the 
neglect, or perversion of his 
means of doing good, to answer 
at the divine tribunal. What- 
ever acts of beneficence he may 
have performed, since love to 
God was not the actuating 
prin<iple from which they pro- 
ceeded, they have not lessen- 
ed his guilt, nor conciliated the 
favor of heaven. His influence, 
insteadof being given to the 
cause of Christ, and employed 
in subserviency to the interests 
of religion, has been thrown 
into the opposite scale. His 
example, instead of recom- 
mending and enforcing reli- 
gion, has countenanced and 
encouraged the children of 
guilt and disobedience, in pur- 
suing the paths of folly and 
sin. . 
Those, who havé thus con- 
tinued unfruitful, or worse than 
unfruitful, notwithstanding the 
means of cultivation with which 
they have been favored, have 
strong ground for solicitude 
from: the apprehension that the 
last year of trial has been a- 
lotted them, and that the doom 
of the barren fig tree will soon 
be exeented on..them, Cut it 
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donn; why cumbereth it the 
ground? 

Are we Christians? What 
influence has the past year had 
upon our spiritual welfare ? 
During its progress, have our 
imnds become more enlight- 
ened, our principles more firm- 
ly established, our pious reso- 
lutions more ardent, and our 
affection: more compietely 
turned from. earth to heaven, 
from the world to God? Has 
the close of it found us more 
self-denying, more heavenly- 
minded, more devout and holy 
than at any former period ? 
Or does it bohold us in- 
tently regarding the thimes, 
which are seen and temporal, 
‘and seeking with languor a 
crown of glory-and of joy, that 
fadeth not away-? 

What benefits, it becomes us 
to inquire, have we conferred 
upon others? Who has been 
rendered by us wiser, holier or 
happier? What naked and 
famishing wretch have we 
fed and clothed ?. What dark 
and benighted understanding 
have we enlightened ? Wizat 
thoughtless. and stupid soul 
have we awakened from its un- 
concern ? What servant of sin 
have we extricated from his 
bondage ? What miserable 
prodigal have we reclaimed to 
piety, virtue and happiness ? 
Who, either here or hereafter, 
will have occasion to bless us 
for what we have done4#a_ his 
behalf? To how many such a 
review would present a dark 
scene, and how strong occasion 
it would afford for shame and 
the deepest humiliation and sor- 
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row! How much would ail 
have to regret the little pro- 
egress, whi: +h they had made in 
their christian course, and the 
small degree of eootl, which 
they had “do! e, compared with 
what they ought to have edect- 
ed! 

Let the retrospect of life 
lead these, who have hitherto 
disregarded religion, to repent 


_ of their neglect of meuns wast~ 


ed, of mercies abused, of time 
mispent, of duties slighted, of 
sins committed and of opportu- 
nities of doing and bbtaining 
good forever lost. | Let them 
with the commencement of a 
new year, enter upon a course 


_of godliness, and let them here- 


after pursue the w:iys of wis- 
dom. Let the Christian Ia- 
ment his remissness, his errors 
and his unfruitfulness,. and a- 
wake to new alacrity in run- 
ning the race set before him, 
and to new vigor and diligence 
in the service of God. 

To stimulate us to act in this 
manner, it: may be useful for us 
to look forward and coniem- 
plate the future. 

The uncertainty, which hangs 
over futurity, is one of the most 
solemn, and one of the most 
powerful considerations to. in- 
duce us to an immediate com- 
pliance with the terms of par- 
don and salvation, and to 
prompt us always to abound in 
the work of the Lord.  Al- 
though futurity is often to ren- 
der the abject distinguished, 
the poor epuient, the ignorant 


learned, the werk powerful, 


the wretched happy, and the 


corrupt and irreligious virt-y-. 
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ous and devout ; although most 
possess these extensive rever- 
sions of whatever they love,and 
of whatever they are convinced 
has an inseparable or an inti- 
mate connexion with their wel- 
fare, yet all will acknowledge, 
that they know not what a day 
may bring forth. Futurity is 
inveloped,in darkness, which 
no eye can penetrate. To the 
most inquisitive inspection, no- 
thing but faint, imperfect and 
varying images appear. No 
individual, however great his 
sagacity, however keen his fore- 
sight, can, determine whether 
prospority or adversity, wheth- 
er joy or sorrow, whether life 
or death is before him. Al- 
ready may the clouds be gath- 
ering, and the day of sorrow be 
at hand. Already may the 
principles of that disease which 
is to demolish our house of clay, 
be implanted:in the constitu- 
tion, and be commencing their 
work of ruin. Already that 
unlooked-for accident, which is 
to burst asunder the thread 
of life may be near. Even 
now the angel of death may be 
at our door. 

Amidst all our ignorance 
of futurity some. momentous 
truths are known... Multitudes 
are continually. leaving this 
world and entering that ‘ un- 
discovered country from whose 
bourne, no traveller returns.” 
Millions have died during the 
jast year and in the course of 
of the present other millions 
shall follow them down to the 
gtave. Thousands daily and 
Rourly. shall quit the land ef 


hope and a state of trial, to 
stand at the bar of judgment 
and to enter on the recom- 
pence of reward. Among 
them will be included some of 
all ages, of all characters and 
of every condiiion. Since 
then we know that multitudes 
must soon die, and know not 
but it may be our lot; since 
we are -assured that exalted. 
and unfailing joy or severe and 
endless woe will, according to 
our characters, be allotted us 
in the future world ; and since 
we are taught expressly that 
life is our only period of edu- 


‘cation for eternity, the only 


season. in which to make pro- 
vision for a blessed immortali- 
ty ; .how much it becomes us 
solemnly to regard the admo- 
nition, “ Boast not thyself of to 
morrew ! How’. powerful are 
the reasons, which urge us to 
do with our might whatever 
our hand findeth to do, since 
soon our day of exertion may 
be over and the eternal world 
our home! 

Christian, not only this year, 
but this day may be the last, 
which: thou. wilt enjoy to be- 
come meet for glory, to exert 
thyself in the service of that 
Master, who died to redeem 
thee, to, promote on earth the 
glory. of that God, whom thou 
supremely lovest and to bene- 
fit the souls of thy fellow-men, 
bound like thee to eternity 
and destined to participate in 
the bliss of heaven, or to share 
in the miseries of hell. And is 
it. not, then, high time to a- 
wake out of sleep 2? Wilt thou 





































ey 
ba 
th 





1311.} 


allow the few moments yet al- 
lowed thee for exertion to pass 
away unimproved ? Wilt thou 
slumber onthe brink of the 
grave ? Wilt thou drowse on 
ihe confines of heaven ? 
Sinner, not merely this year, 
but this day may be the last, 
which thou wilt possess to re- 
pent, to flee for refuge to that 
sanctuary, which the Gospel 
unfolds, and to secure thy sal- 
vation. Remember, that, if 
thou continue to risk on the 
uncertainties of futurity thy 
immortal interests, the hour 
may be at hand when, with 
all the bitterness of unavailing 
and hopeless regret, thou wilt 
rue thy folly and guilt. Thou, 
who now darest to insult thy 
Maker by profaning his name, 
to trample under foot his com- 
mand, and to set at defiance 
his wrath by contemning the 
fearful denunciation, that He 
will not hold him guililess, that 
taketh his name in vain, mayest 
to morrow be called to judg- 
ment at the tribunal of that 
God, “whose authority thouart 
not afraid to despise aud whose 
indignation thou art not afraid 
to provoke. © Thou, who now 
venturest to pass that sacred 
day, which God has set apart, 
as a season, in which thou 
mightest become wise unto sal- 
vation and prepare for heaven, 
in sluggish indolence, laborious 
exertion, frivolous recreations 
or criminal pursuits, mayest, 


even to-morrow, be ready to. 


barter worlds, were they in 
thy gift, for a single Sabbath 
af the Lord. Thou, who now 
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enrichest thyself with the wa- 
ges of unrighteousness, with 
the gain of oppression and ini- 
quity, mayest to-maqrrow be 
anxious, but vainly anxious, to 
exchange the wealth of India, 
were it thine, for holiness. 
Thou, who art determined to 
indulge thyself in the pleas- 
ures of sin, mayest to-morrow 
find the joys of iniquity con- 
verted into the gall of asps, 
and fora short season to re- 
pent and secure salvation, thou 
wouldest eagerly renounce, 
were it thine, the whole round 
of earthly happiness. Thou, 
who art among the gayest of 
the children of heedlessness 
and vanity, mayesi, to-morrow 

exchange thy giddy mirth, 
thy thoughtless hilarity, for 
the sadness of unutterable « n- 

guish, and the gloom of com- 

plete and never-ending dispair. 
Thou, who row de sionest to 
delay thy repentance, and thy 
return to God, to a more con- 
venient season, mayest, to-mor- 
row, be found beyond the cal! 
of mercy, and the reach of 
hope: mayest be fixed where 
repentance and. salvation never 
come. Ofthee it may be said, 
while fondly dreaming .of fu- 
turity, this night th soul shalt 
be required of thee. 

He alone is in an enviable 
condition, who lives in the uni- 
form discharge of his duty, who 
can look back with satisfaction, 
and forward withowt terror, 
and who 


«« Secure withia can say, 
To-morrow, do thy worst 
For I have liv’d to-day.”’ 
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Let chen, the uncertainty, 
which overshadows futurity, 
prompt the Christien to im- 
prove to the best of purposes, 
all those moments, which are 
allotied him. fet the same 
solemn consideration excite the 
sinner by an immediate atten- 
tion to his duty, to prepare 
for what may hereaftcr await 
him. Repent, fly to the Sav- 
ior, enter the way of truth 
and holiness,and hereafter walk 
in the path of piety and vir- 
tue. Then the year, which 
has beea begun, shall be a year 
of happiness. The tide of 
time, as it rolls along and 
brings the future to view, shall 
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not be freighted with calamity 
for you. Your welfare is se- 
cure for time and for eternity. 
{tf is exalted beyord the influ- 
ence of decay, or the reach of 
accident. It is rendered sta- 
ble as the throne of God, and 
lasting as the kingdom of Je- 
hovah. ‘The best joys of life 
will be yours. And death, 
which will prove to the neg- 
lecter of religion the consum- 
mation of his misery, should 
it this year arrive, will be to 
you a “ consummation devout- 
ly to be wished,’ a consum- 
mation of your happiness and 
felicity. 
Tur Enrrors. 
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FUTURE BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


TO meditate on the future bles. 
sedness of the redeemed in heaven, 
is one of the most delightful, as 
well as profitable employments of 
the Christian. Come then, ye 
servants of God, ye humble fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, contem- 
plate, fora moment, the happi- 
ness of heaven. It isa place where 
none Of the evils of the present 
life shall be allowed to enter. 
This world is far from being de- 
signed asa state of enjoyment, 
or repose. Here, we can scarce- 
ty step, but we tread on thorns. 
£vils, almost innumerable, attend 
us through the whole course of 


our pilgrimage. The principal 
of these, which is indeed the 
source of them allis sin. Even 
the renewed believer carries with 
him a body of death. All his 
religious performances are taint- 
ed andtarnished. Worldly cares 
intermingle with his holy things, 
damp the ardor of his devotion, 
and chill the flame of his love. 
Sensual affections chain him to 
the earth; and O, how often is 
he driven to mourning, and dark- 
ness, and sorrow, with the con- 
sciousness, that, in an unguarded 
hour, he has yielded to tempta- 
tion, offended. his God, and 
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wounded his Savior. 
heaven, he will be perfectly free 
from these evils, When his soul 
shall be emancipated from its 
thraldom, by the messenger death, 

it shall be purified -from every 
sinful stain. No more shall the 
believer be incumbered withearth- 
ly cares. No more shall sensual 
affections intermingle with his 
holy desirés, and mar the sweet- 
ness of divine communication. 
No more shall the tempter ver 
his soul, nor a flattering world 
smile to betray. No more shall 
he offend God, infinitely holy and 
good, whom ever to offend, since 
he learned to love him, was the 
grief and the burden of his soul. 

In heaven, good men are freed, 
also, from all the natural evils 
with which life abounds. There 
no sorrow, nor-cause of sorrow, 
willever be admitted. No false 
friends there flatter to betray. 
No malignant enemies plot deeds 
of horror, no secret sorrows cor- 
rode the breast, no diseases prey 
on a corruptible body, no disap. 
pointed hopes sicken the heart of 
sensibility, no mortality of friends 
tend .the soul of friendship. 
Thete, tears shall be wiped from 
every eye. There shall be no 
More pain, nor. death, nor sor- 
row, nor crying ; forthe former 
things will have passed away. 

Not only will believers in heav- 
en be freed from all the evils and 
toils of life, but they will also be 
introduced to aystate of positive, 
and perfect enjoyment. 

At the genera! resufrectton, 
their bodies: will be raised, not 
sluggish and cumbrous, as ‘at 
present, but refined, spiritual, and 
incorruptible. _ Fit for the recep- 
tion, and the eternal habitation of 
a spirit allied to God, pure as he 
B 


But, in 
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is pure, and holy as he is holy. 
And alth ough it doth not yet ap- 
pear what they shall be, yet, it is 
certain they will be perfect in 
the likeness of Christ, and be per 
fectly filled with those holy joys, 
of which they but tasted here be- 
low. They ‘will doubtless enjoy, 
in the highest degree, the pleas- 
ures of society. in heaven, they 
will meet all the ancient worthies, 
whose characters they so much 
admired, and in whose steps they 
endeavoured to tread. ‘There, 
also, thevchristian may expect to 
meet his pious friends, who once 
travelled with him in the path to 
glory. The pious parent will 
greet the child whom he had train- 
ed up in the fear of God, and been 
instrumental in preparing for that 
blest abode. Husbands, and 
wives, who had mutually assisted 
each other in overcoming the 
world and in laying up treas- 
ures in heaven, but whom the 
hand of death had for a time sep- 
arated, will these meet to part no 
more. And, though family con- 
nexions will no. longer exist, yet 
doubtless the several members, 
who were here united ia the bonds 
of divine love, will, in heaven, re- 
cognize each other, and all the 
dear christian friends with whom 
they had intercourse here. And 
O, how delightful will be the in- 
terview! How pleasant to review 
the scenes of their pilgrimage 
here, and trace, with adoring 
wonder, the footsieps of that prov- 
idence, which led them on, 
through the various changes and 
trials of life, tilt called by death 
to rest from their labors. 

But the chief felicity of the 
blessed in heaven wil! consist in 
the fruition of God. Free from 
all impurity, and formed into a 
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perfect resemblance of God, they 
will be prepared perfectly to en- 
joy him. ‘They will behold his 
glory withouta veil. In that 
happy world, the pure in heart 
shall see God. Here they see his 
‘back parts, but there they shall 
see hisface. There they will 
behold their Redeemer, the ado- 
rable object of their love, the 
Author and the Finisher of their 
faith ; and there, that union “say 
him, which is here begun by 
life of faith, will be perfected and 
completed. ‘Then, and not till 
then, will they have just concep- 
tions ci the riches of his grace.. 
Then, they will praise him as 
they ought, Then they will be 
able to give full expression to the 
feelings of a grateful heart. 

Then, they will unite in that 
new song, which none but the re- 
deemed can ever learn. Perfect 
love will glow in every breast ; 
one soul will pervade the im- 
mense throng, while, in fuil con- 
cert, they sing, worthy is the 
Lamb, who was slain. Salva- 
tionto our God, who sitteth on 
the throne, and to the Lamb for- 
ever andever. This happiness 
ofthe righteous will be eternal. 
Once landed on the immortal 
shores of paradise, they are fixed 
as pillars in the temple of God, to 
gO out no more. 

Friends of Jesus, lift up your 
eyes and behold your inheritance ! 
Extend the eye of faith beyond 
Jordan’s fleod, and view fora 
Moment the promised land, 
View it and reflect,-what manner 
of persons those ought to be, who 
look for such things! View it, 
and receive consolation, in the 
midst of your labors, your con- 
flicts, and your trials. Are you 
weary of the body of sin that you 


of the Righteous. 
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carry? Soon it shall be remo- 
ved. Shortly you shall be freed 
from all pollution, and never of- 
fend your Savieur more. Do 
you wrestle hard with tempta- 
tions without, and foes within ? 
Be not discouraged. Shortly the 
Captain of your salvation will ap- 
pear, and throug ‘+h him your con- 
quest will be eeunplets, 

Maintain the combat a little 
longer, and you shall rest from 
your labors in the embraces ef 
your God. Aye you called to 
buffet the billows of adversity ? 
Keep your hearts fixed, trusting 
in the Lord. 

Soon; the raging tempest will 
cease, and you will be landed on 
Canaan’s shore. Patiently suffer 
a little longer, and you will be 
sheltered where the tempests of 
sorrow never blow. Heaven will 
richly reward your sufferings, and 
your toils, and hereafter it will 
delight you to remember these 
things.* 

And’ O, what a loss must that 
man experience who loses heav- 
en ! 

Strangers to experimental reli- 
gion, consider the rich inheritance 
reserved for the friends of Christ, 
the resplendent glories that shall 
crown the just, and tell me, do 
you not wish'to share in this in- 
heritance ? Can you be willing to 
part with such extatic joys? Will 
you, can you barter these for the 
empty gewgaws of the present 
world? Rather, be persuaded to 
cast in your lot with the people 
of God. Renounce the vanities 
that fools admire, and seek en- 
joyment in God alone. Implore 
the forgiveness of your sins in the 
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name of Jesus. Apply by faith 
to the fountain of his cleansing 
blood, and begin, immediately, 
that heavenly life, which will con- 
duct you to the realms of glory 
above. WwW. 


LETTER. 


Messrs. Epirors, 

Should you judge the follow- 
ing Letter, from a young Gen- 
tleman in Connecticut, to his 
brother in Vermont, calculated to 
promote the object of your useful 
Magazine, you are at liberty to 
insert it in the Adviser. 


S. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, 

I have been so much onthe 
move, and busied in other mat- 
ters, that I have, for a long time 
neglected to write you. It would 
really be irksome to me, to put 
an end to the correspondence, 
you and I have so long maintain- 
ed. Under the influence of this 
impression, with cheerfulness, I 
ornce more resume the pen. 
I have been here these — weeks 
past studying with . You may 
think it strange that 1, who have 
led such a life of opposition to 
Godand his holy religion, should 
enter upon the study of Divinity : 
and I am persuaded that many of 
my Vermont acquaintance will 
Say, 1t was because | did not suc-’ 
ceed in the . &e. Ke. But I 
hope and trust that my motives 
are to advance the Redeemer’s 
interest in the world, and to be 
an instrument, in the hands of 
God, of doing good to the souls 
of men. 

_It is, perhaps, unadvisable for 
people to speak much of their re- 
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ligious experiences openly ; but 
to a friend and brother, I see no 
impropriety in it. 

I was religiously impressed while 
at . God gave me to see 
the total opposition of my heart 
to his law, and my utter insuffi- 
ciency to go a single step towards 
reconciliation. Hope sunk in 
in despair; and I was upon the 
point of giving up all for lost, 
wher I trust God revealed him. 
self graciously to me, and enabled 
me to receive the Galiilean as an 

Almighty and sufficient Savior. 
I saw thet he who was crucified 
between two thieves was just such 
a Savior as every son and daugh- 
ter of Adam stood in need of—a 
Savier from sins. I thought I 
felt that joy in believing, which 
is represented as unspeakable. 
The Bible, like its great Author, 
appeared luminous : the, statutes 
ot the Lord, such as rejoiced the 
heart. I continued in this happy 
frame for two or three succeed~ 
ing dayS; and at length settled 
down into acalm hope. In this 
I continued, while on my journcy 
toand at ——until I arrived here. 
While attending more particuiar- 
ly to the aivine Sovereigniy, Ll was 
left of God to oppose and wran- 
gle with him. it was then that 
he opened, to my view, ior the 
first time, that exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of anguish which 
all his opposers must, sconer or 
Jater, feel. lope fled, and it 
seemed a miracle that | was kept 
an instant out of hell. My state 
scarcely seemed preierable to that 
of one already fixed inhell: nay, 
worse than the deviis, for 1 had 
shiehted a Savior. My wicked 
and obstinate heart would not 
yield, though my understanding 
was convinced; and the awiul 
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and eternal consequences of resist- 
ance were spread out to my view. 
I continued in this Situation for 
two or three days and nights, 
when I was enabled to acquiesce 
in God’s sovereignty. I could ac- 
quiesce in the justice of God in 
damning all; though I could see 
no hope for myself. 

My sins were, in the next place, 
Set in view before me; so many 
and aggravated, as I had never 
before experienced. Not only did 
I see that particular crimes, but 
that every thought, word and deed 
of my life had been in direct op- 
position to the law of God. It 
apeared impossible that I should 
be saved ; and the wrath of God 
lay heavy and _ insupportable 
within. It appeared that God 
had dealt with me, hitherto, mere- 
ly to make me pass a sentence of 
condemnation on myself, and 
then was about to deliver me up 
to hardness of heart and impeni- 
tence ; and yet it was just. I 
continued two or three days in 
this frame of mind, and the wrath 
of God, began gradually to sub- 
side: butevery grade of relief 
seemed an approximation towards 
stupidity, unbelief or delusion. 
At length my distress was gone ; 
the spirit of God, as I thought, 
had done striving with me: I had 
passed sentence of condemnation 
on myself ; I had lived the life 
of a hypocrite afew days; had 
never really embraced the Savior ; 
had gained nothing but an assu- 
rance of the truth of the doctrines 
of scripture, and a-certainty of 
my own condemnation ; ‘and yet 
I was only ashamed, but not a- 
larmed at any of these things, 
Shame was so great in the Mect- 

ing-house, for it was upon ihe 
Sabbath, that I could hardly lift 


up my head. I, however, commu- 
nicated td an experienced chris- 
tian friend, my mind. I told him 
T approved of the doctrines of 
the gospel as reasonable ; and of 
the justice and sovereignty of 
God, but I felt no love to him, 
nor to the Savior. He replied ; 
‘7 do not knew but an approba- 
tion of the doctrines, may imply 
something more than you are 
apprehensive of.’? With his voice 
came that of the Beloved. He 
came leaping upon the moun- 
tains; skipping upon the hills. 
He looked forth at the windows, 
showing himself through the 
lattice. My heart could bless 
God for his afflictions (the las: of 
which was an emaciated carcase. ) 
How little ought afew days of 
hell to be regretted, for one mo- 
ment’s heaven ? The ways of re- 
ligion, Iam sure, are pleasant- 
ness. Ifthe Lord is our Shep- 
herd, we cannot want. He ma- 
keth us to lie down in green pas- 
tures ; he leadeth us beside the 
still waters. 
I am, yours, &c. 


H. 


pS 
QUESTION. 


Messrs. Epirors, 

A constant reader of the Ad- 
viser would be much gratified to 
see in your Magazine an essay on 
the design, nature, and extent 
of the atonement; as he lives 
where there is much diversity of 
opinion and controversy on the 
subject. ‘The most popular opin- 
ion however is, that the princi- 
pal design of the atonement was 
the salvation of the elect; that 
itsnature consisted in Christ’s sui- 
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fering the exact quantity of evil 
due to the elect for all their sins ; 
and that there is not sufficient 
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provision in the atonement to pos- 
sibly extend its benefits beyond 
the bounds of the elect. 








MISCELLANY. 
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DEATH OF THOMAS PAINE. 


Aw argument of great weight 
in favor of christianity, is derived 
from the consolations, which it 
imparts at the hour of death. 
Let ail theotherstrong and invin- 
cible proofs of the truth of Scrip- 
ture be considered as incompetent 
to establish the point, for which 
they are adduced ; still this argu- 
ment will not fail to carry cen- 
Viction to every sober and reflec- 
ting mind. If there is a state of 
existence,which succeeds the pres- 
ent life; if there are rewards and 
punishments to be adjudged in 
the future world according to the 
characters formed in this; and 
if the interests of eternity are infi- 
nitely greater than those of time; 
then it is very evident, that a re- 
ligion, or a system of faith, which 
at the close of life brings the 
most solid support, and adminis- 
ters the most cheering hopes, 
must have the strongest claims to 
respect. Itis not meant, that an 
ecstacy of joy, experienced at the 
moment of dissolution, furnishes 
incontrovertible evidence of the 
_ truth and value of those senti- 
ments, which have produced it; 
for the visions of imagination in 
a sick man’s brain may be gay 
and bright, while his reason is 
shaken from its throne, and his 
stupified conscience has upon it 


many a sin unrepented of and 
unforsaken. What is contended 
for is this, that when an intelli. 
gent and thinking man, who has 
been accustomed to look into 
himself and to observe his own 
imperfections and sins, and whose 
thoughts have expatiated on e- 
ternity, can view the approach 
of death not only without terror 
or any misgivings of mind, but 
with tranquil resignation and 
cheering and triumphant hope ; 
when he can depart from this 
life with the full assurance of liv- 
ing again and of living in a bet- 
ter world; his composure and 
joy under these circumstances, 
with a correct view of his own 
character, and with a full belief 
of the retributions of eternity, 
brings the highest honor to the 
religious system, upon which they 
are founded. 

In the controversy between the 
friends and the enemies of the 
gospel, the former can point to 
many expiring mortals, and with 
unanswerable argument can say, 
** See how a Christian can die !” 
But where are the models of 
composure and triumph among 
those, who were not Christians ? 
What are the names of the unbe- 
lievers, who at the hour of death 
have exhibited any enviable ele. 


































































































































































































14 Death of Thomas Paine. 


vation of soul? In the faded eye 
of what dying infidel has the light 
of eternity kindled a splendor, 
which has brightened and bright- 
ened till the curtain of death has 
been spread over it? 

Thomas Paine, the author of 
the “Age of Reason,” died at 
New York, June 8, 1809, at the 
age of seventy-two years; and 
as his name has acquired some 
distinction by the virulence, with 
which he has attacked the chris- 
tian religion, it may not be un- 
profitable to survey his conduct 
in the last moments ot his life. 
From a man of the most abject 
meanness of spirit, whose penuri- 
ousness in the midst of compara- 
tive wealth made him dishones 
and unjust, no one will expect 
any elevation of mind. Nor will 
it be thought, that a man, who 
daily reduced himself by his hab- 
its of intemperance to a condi- 
tion inferior to that of the brutes, 
would exhibit much of his boast. 
ed attribute of “reason.” All 
that could be expected from such 


a man, if he was true to his prin- 


ciples, is the sullen quietness of 
presumption and fearlessness, or 
the dead calm of stupidity. 

Wait then was the conduct of 
Mr. Paine, as the king of terrors 
approached ? Was he fearless and 
undisturbed, or insensible? An 
account of his life, written by 
Mr. Cheetham of New York, has 
lately been published, and in 
that work the undisputed testi- 
mony of the physician and of the 
nurse, who attended him in his 
jast sickness, is brought forward. 
it appears that Mr. Paine, like 
Mr. Gibbon, was unwilling to be 
left alone, as he drew near to 
the confines of another world. 
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Although in conversation he pro- 
fessed to be perfectly willing to 
die; yet if his curtains were at 
any time closed, he would literal- 
ly scream till they were opened, 
and till he could perceive that 
some fellow-man was nigh him. 
Was this courageous in a dying 
man? Did it appal a bold infidel 
to have living beings withdrawn 
fora moment from his eye, and 
to be, as it were, in the sole pres- 
ence of God? Did a sense of de- 
sertion come over him, when his 
earthly friends were not by his 
side? Was he unable to repose 
himself upon the great Creator, 
in whom he professed to believe ? 
Did this firm Unitarian, who 
boasted that he “ believed in God 
and God alone,” and who had no 
faith in the atonement of the Son, 
and no regard to the proffered 
grace of the Holy Spirit, find 
himself the victim of terrific 
fears, when he no longer heard 
the sound of human footsteps, 
and when the thought of appear- 
ing before God was forced upon 
him ? : 

Two of the ministers of New- 
York called upon Mr. Paine with 
the benevolent desire of i imparting 
to him some religious instruction. 
One of them repeated the words 
‘he that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life ; but he that 
believeth not the Son shail not 
see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth onhim.’’ Mr. Paine im- 
mediately pronounced ‘uch rep- 
resentations to be ** Popish stuff ;” 
and directed the ministers to Jeave 
the room. He afterwards gave 
orders not to have them again 
admitted, as their discourse dis- 
turbed him. Would the truths 
of scripture-have interrupted his 
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peace, if, in his conscience and 
from the bottom of his heart, he 
disbelieved them? | 

Mr. Paine was frequently vis- 
ited in his sickness by his breth- 
ren in infidelity, who were actu- 
ated by ‘very different motives 
from those, which govern the 
ministers of God. ‘They came 
to strengthen him in his rejec- 
tion of the truth ; to encourage 
him manfully to contemn the 
glad tidings of salvation; to 
warn him of the disgrace of be- 
traying the least symptom of com- 
punctien ; and to fortify the oi 
ing man in his cheerless faith, 
faith it can be called, by sie 
ing to his egregious vanity and 
to his swollen pride. Was not 
this an office worthy of demons 
inhuman shape? Frem a man 
thus situated ought we to expect 
any intimation of his belief i in Je- 
sus Christ? Should we nof sup- 
pose, that, forthe honor of the 
craft, his lips would be sealed in 
stubborn silence, whatever sensa- 
tions there might be in his heart ? 
Yet it is an unquestioned? truth, 
and a truth which ought to be 
carried to the ears of every man, 
who has been corrupted by the 
“Age of Reason,’ that Mr. 
Paine in his paroxisms of distress 
repeatedly and constantly cried 


.out, “O, Lord, help me! God, 


help me! Jesus Christ, help me!” 

Is this the daring infidel, who 
blasphemed the Savior of the 
world? Does he in the extremity 
of his suffering call upon him for 
aid, and is the secret conviction 
of his existence and universal a- 
gency thus extorted from the ex- 
piring unbeliever? It isa poor 
triumph to boast over this wretch- 
ed man for his reluctant, or rather 
involuntary, testimony to a truth, 
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which in the days of his health he 
had ridiculed ; for though he had 
never uttered the above exclama.- 
tion, yet the time is coming when 
both he and every created and 
intelligent being will “ bow the 
knee at the name of Jesus, and 
confess Jesus to be the Lord.’ 
When the Son of God shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, 
and with the voice of the archan- 
gel, and when his countenance 
shall be seen like the sun shinin 
in his strength, it will no longer 
be a question whether he is a 
prince and a Savior, or whether 
he is to be worshipped. 

It would afford some relief to 
the benevolent mind, if Mr. P. 
had left unextinguished the faint 
glimmerings of contrition, or of 
regard to long rejected truth, 
which the exclamation above re- 
cited indicates. But the Chrise. 
tian is compelled to withhold the 
charitable hope, that the scorner 
became at leneth truly penitent. 
Dr. Manley, the physician of Mr. 
Paine very solemnly asked him, 
a day or two before his death, 
v Apcher, fi om his callmg upon 
the Savior, it would hy just to 
conclude that hé was at length 
convi inced of his divinity ; and 
whether he had renounced his. 
former sentiments, and at length 
assented-to the truth of the gos- 
pel? ‘To these or similar_quese 
tions, when first proposed; Mr. 
Paine made no reply. When 
they were repeated, and he was 
again asked, whether he believed 
that Jesus Christ was the Son of 
God ;. he answered, “I have no 
wish to believe upon that snb. 
ject."; 

These it is thought, were the 
last words relating to his reli- 
gious views, that he uttered, and: 
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16 We would 


thus did he persevere in his rejec- 
tion of the gospel. His conduct 
seems to justify the assertion, 
that it was owing to his pride, 
that he did not, when thus called 
upon, explicitly make the ac- 
knowledgement, which was ex- 
torted from him by suffering. 
From his address to Jesus ‘Christ, 
and from the circumstance, that 
his pious nurse read the Bible to 
him for hours, without seeing in 
him any symptoms of displeasure, 
it is confidently believed, that he 
at times felt some degree of com- 
punction; but his compunction 
being generally less powerful 
than his pride, it was repressed 
and concealed ; except when his 
extreme pains extinguished with- 
in him the thought of his reputa- 
tion and character. At those 
moments his lips could not refuse 
to say, “Lord Jesushelp me!” 

Who is there, that possesses a 
particle of reason, that would for 
hundreds of worlds die the death 
of Thomas Paine? Yet it is not 
necessary to reject the Scriptures 
and to become a deist, in order 
to die as hopelessly as he. Let 
a man contend earnestly for the 
christian religion, and yet pay no 
regard to its laws and take no in- 
terest in its truths; let him be 
perfectly moral in his conduct, 
while yet the spirit of piety has 
never visited his heart; let him 
enrol himself among the follow. 
ers of Christ, while yet he is des 
titute of the temper of their Mas- 
ter, and his life is but a scene of 
gay amusement and busy worldli- 
ness ; let him be serious.and con- 
templative, and think muck and 
habitually upon religion and eter- 
nity, while yet he has never been 
humbied into penitence, and has 
mot renounced his own righteous- 





see Jesus. (Jaw. 
ness and attributed his hopes to 
the free grace of God through 
Jesus Christ ; let him be correct 
in his religious views and zealous 
for the orthodox faith, while yet 
his character is not moulded into 
the christian form; let him anti. 
cipate with confidence the felicity 
of heaven, while yet the love of 
God does not reign supreme in 
his breast ; notwithstanding all 
this superiority to the wretched 
infidel, whose dying conduct has 
been surveyed, he may be plung- 
ed at last into the same abyss of 
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WE WOULD SEE JESUS. 


I wovrp see Jesus in prosperity, 
that her facinating light may not 
lead me to a dreadful precipice ; 
but, that his good Spirit may 
whisper to my heart the noble in- 
ducements Christians have to de- 
vise liberal things ; that I may 
ever be saying, “* What am I, O 
Lerd, that thou shouldest put in- 
to my heart to do these things, 
when the earth is thise and 
the fulness thereof? It is but 
thine own which I return unto 
thee.” 

I would see Jesus in adversity, 
because he isa friend born for 
such a state; because, when all 
the fallacious props of happiness 
give way, his single name a- 
lone supports the building. I 
would see Jesus in adversity, that 
I might ordemmy cause before 
him, for he hasall power in heav- 
en and on earth, andeasily can ar- 
range future events, so as to throw 
lustre on the darkest circumstan- 
ces. 





Lwould see Wesus in health, that I 
may turn at his gentlest reproof ; 
that I may not be full and forget 
God, but be devoted, body as well 
as soul, to his praise. 

I would see Jesus in sickness, be- 
cause he healeth all my diseases ; 
he alone dispenses the balm ef 


Gilead; he alone is the Physi- | 


cian there. 
‘1 would see Jesus in ordinances § 
for what are ordinances destitute 


of him? As the body without” 
’ the spirit is dead, so are ordinan- 


ces without Christ. He shews 
himself through lattices, he ap- 
pears in his beauty, he is as the 
dew unto Israel, as the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land ; 
his people sit under his shade with 
great delight ; his fruit is »pleas- 
ant to theirtaste. ‘They say con- 
tinually in erdimancesy ‘“ Make 
haste, O my beloved; be thou 
like a young hart upon the 
mountains.”’ 4 

levould see Jesus in secial inter. 
course. For what are the charms 
of friendship ? What the refine- 
ments of taste ? What the pleasures 
of conversation? Arethey not all 
unsatisfying and delusive, unless 
sanctiged by the grace of this Re- 
demer ?»» 

I wail see Jesus.in my own 
heart, as Lord of its affections, of 
its purposes, of itspleatures ; as 
the grand mover of its hopes and 
fears; the author of its existence 
and happiness. ‘ 

I would sce Jesus in death, asthe 
sun of righteousness, whose 
beams, in the darkest moments, 
can spread light amd. healing. I 
would listen to: hjs voice, say ing’, 
“ ‘To him that overcometh will [ 
give to eat of the tree of life.” 
‘¢ Fear not, I have the keys of 
hell and death.”” Arise, O thou 
C 
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wearied follower of thy crucified 
Lord, and enter into thy rest. 
Iwould gee Jesus in glory; for, 
what is heaven itself without him ? 
But when we shall see him as he 
is, then shall aue be ke him, and be 
for ever happy in his presence. 
Gospel Treas. 
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THE ASTONISHED ATHETST. 


An atheist being asked bya 
professor of christianity, how he 
could quiet his conscience in so 
desperate a state? replied, ‘as 
much am I astonished as your- 
self, that,” believing the Christian 
religion to be true, you can quiet 
your @onscience, in living somuch 
like the: world. Did I believe 
what you profess, J should think 
no care, ho'diligence, no zeal, e« 
nough.”» * Alas ! that there 
should be still, so much occasion 
given by christians, for the aston- 
ishment of atheists ! 


THE ADVICE OF A FATHER DIF- 
FERENT FROM THAT OF JESUS 
CHREST. *.. | 

¥ 
When J. 5. a young man, em- 
braced the gospel, and made an 
open profession of it, his fathes 
not a little offended at his con- 


_@uct, gave him this sage advice 


‘«* James you should first get your- 
self established in a good trade, 
and then think of, and determine 
about religion.’ ‘ Father,’ re- 
plied James, “ Christ advise me 
very differently.”” He says, 


“seek ye first the kingdom of © 


heaven, and the righteousness 


thereof, and all these things shall 
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be added unto you.” How ma- 
ny fathers differ from Jesus Christ 
in their views and advice about 


religion, and its iffportance ! 
Christ says frst; but many say 
last. : 


=—==2 
APT REFLECTIONS. 


Tht way to contentment is not 
by raising the estate higher but 
by bringing the heart lower. 

The Rev. Dr. Clap, formerly 
a minister m Newport R. I. being 
asked by one of his church, 
whether he thought it consistent 
for professors of religion to mix 
in set dances, answered, * I think 
that those out of Christ cam have no 
heart to dance ; .and those in 
Christ will have enough else to 
do.” 


18 Apt Reflections.—Review of Dr. Burton’s Sermon. [Jax. 


Man overlooks the most in- 
structive book in his study, if he 
reads not himself. 

Ondy to think well, and not to 


do well ; amounts to no more 
than to dream well. 
Covetous persons resemble 


sponges, which greedily drink in 
the water, but will not return a 
drop of it till they are squeezed. 
As the sun when he appears 
in the heavens, not only discoy- 
ers himself but discloses all those 
objects which surround us, so 
when God manifests himself to 
the soul he not only gives the 
knowledge of himself, but makes 
us acquainted with our own 
hearts, and the truths revealed in 
his word, which are inseparably 
connected with salvation. 
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REVIEW OF DR. BURTON’S SERMON. 


False teachers described, Sermon, 
delivered at Thetford, Lords day, 
December 24th 1809, By Asa 
Burton D. D. Pastor of the 
church in Thetford. Montpelier, 
Vt. Samual Goss. 1810. pp. 32. 


Svo. 


THAT in every age, since the 
promulgation of christianity, 
talse teachers have existed, is an 
assertion, which none will contro- 
vert. That deplorable have been 
the consequences, which they 
have occasioned, will also be uni- 
versally admitted. By their ex 


ertions errors have been introdus 
ced and disseminated, divisions 
have been created, the flames of 
contention have been kindled and 
the harmony and peace of church- 
esand of society have been des- 
troyed, 
tudes have been confirmed in ir- 
religion and hardened in iniquity ; 
while others have been corrupted, 
seduced into vice, shorn of hap- 
piness and of hope and robbed of 
heaven. i 

But while all unite in allowing 
their existence and in lamenting 
the mischievous tendency and the 


By their efforts multi- . 
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pernicious effects of their endeav- 
ours, each of the denominations, 
into which the christian world is 
severed, will deny that the char- 
acter of false teachers belongs to 
its instructors and advocates. 
To exhibit the appropriate traits, 
by which the Scriptures desig- 
nate them, and thus to point out 
the marks, by which they may be 
known, can never, therefore, be 
an unimportant object. It is ne. 
cessary, that mankind may be en- 
abled to discover and may be led 
to discountenance and avoid those 
preachers, whose doctrines are at 
variance with the truths of the 
Gospel, and whose labors are hos- 
tile to pure and undefiled religion. 
But circumstances may render it 
peculiarly requisite, that the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of 
false teachers should be clearly 
presented to publicview. Ina 
new country, whose inhabitants 
have been assembled from differ- 
erent quarters, there is usually a 
considerable discordance of opin- 
ions and manners and habits. It 
is also commonly the fact, that it 
isimpossible at an early period 
to obtain regular religiousinstruc- 
tion. The ground being unoc- 
cupied, tares can with peculiar 
facility and success be sown. An 
unsettled state of society affords 
a peculiarly favorable opportu- 
nity for exertion to those, who 
are desirous of creating parties 


and of disseminating corrupt sen- , 


timents. Hence, where this is 
the fact, false teachers always a- 
bound. We were, therefore, 
gratified with the appearance of 
the Sermon before us. We not 
only consider the subject of high 
importance, but we deem the 
discussion of it, at the present pe- 
riod well-timed. | It is adapted 


propriety received the principal 
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to the circumstances of many 
parts of this State, and we think 
the discourse calculated to be of 
extensive benefit to the cause of 
evangelical truth, of religious or- 
der and of true and rational pi- 
ety. 

The text is 1. John, iv. 1. Be- 
loved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God ; 
because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world. 

The preacher, after introduc. 
ing his subject, proposes to show, 
1. ‘ That false teachers are gone 
out into the world, 2. Toex- 
hibit to view the mischief they 
have done, and 3. Te describe 
them, that all may know and a- 
void them,’ 

The consideration of the two 
first heads isso concise, and the 
truths introduced under them, so 
obvious, that it seems scarcely 
necessary to have made them the 
subjects of distinct propositions 
and to have given them particu 
lar illustration. The ideas, 
brought into view under the first 
head, might very properly have 


formed a part of the introducto- | 


ry remarks, and a striking por- 
trait of the mischievous effects, 
occasioned by false teachers, 
might at the conclusion have been 
happily exhibited to impress the 
mind with a strong sense of the 
danger of countenancing and en- 
couraging them, and of the ne- 
cessity not only of regarding 
them with abhorrence, and a- 
voiding them, but also of labor- 
ing to counteract their endeavors 
and to defeat their designs. ‘The 
observations under the third di- 
vision constitute the body of the 
discourse. As this is by far the 
mostimportant part, it has with 
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share of attention. The author 
professes to exhibit only those 
marks of false teachers, by which 
they are described in the word of 
God. Inour view, he has exe- 
cuted the task, which he under- 
took with fidelity. ‘ Those,’ he 
first remarks, ** who assume the 
office of teaching, in a way, which 
the gospel does not prescribe, and 
come in privily, have one mark 
of false teachers.” 

There is evidently, according 
to the scriptures a regular method 
of induction into the sacred of- 
fice. A recourse to this method 
possesses such obvious and great 
advantages, aS no one, it may 
be rationally concluded, would 
choose to forego. He, therefore, 
who comes forward in an irregu- 
lar manner, may well be regard- 
ed with a suspiciouseye. It may 
justly be inferred, that those to 
whom it belongs to invest him 
with the ministerial character de- 
cline doing it, on account either 
of his character or his princip'es. 
He also, who attempts to preach 
where there is a regular minister 
established without consulting 
him, or who elsewhere comes 
forward in a private manner, may 
well be viewed with jealousy. If 
he have proper credentials and 
has a laudable end in view; why 
not consult him, among whose 
charge he labors, and why ever 
love darkness, court concealment 
and wear disguise ? He, who has 
nct satisfactory testimonials it 
may justly be surmised, is desti- 
tute of them, because he could 
not procure them; and he who 
has recourse to secrecy, .it may 
be suspected, is influenced by 
motives, which he ‘is afraid 
or athamed to avow. The fol- 
lowing quotations will illustrate 
these remarks. 
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‘«The Apostles recetved their com- 
mission immediately from Christ. To 
them he said, Go, teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. The Apostles consecrated 
others to the work of the ministry, 
For, we are informed, that, when they 
went through virious cities of the 
Gentiles, preaching the Gospel and 
confirming believers, they ordained 
them eldersin every church. Acts xiv. 
13, These elders, ordained by the A- 
posties, were commanded to transmit 
the office, they had réceived to ap- 
proved characters. 2 Tim.ii. 2. And 
the things thou hast heard of me a- 
mong many witnesses, the same cona- 
mit thou to faithful men, who shal] 
be able to teach others also. And 
Paul commands him, 1 Tim. v. 22, 
to lay hands suddenly on no man. To 
Titus, who was a minister in Crete, 
he said, For this purpose have I left 
thee in Crete, that thou mightest or- 
dain elders in every city as I appointed 
thee. Chap, xv. These passages, in 
their connexion teach us that though 
churches have a right to choose their 
ministers, yet they have no authority 
to make them. They are approbated 
and ordained by the elders, or minis- 
ters of the churches. God designed 
that some should be teachers in the 
churches. Therefore, when Christ 
ascended, he gave some pastors and 
teachers for the edifying of the body 
of Christ. It was never the design 
of God, that any one, who chose, 
should commence and continue a 
preacher: but only those, who are 
regularly introduced by the ministers 
of Christ.’”’ pp. 8, 9. 

«« Can any, then, believe that Christ 
has given a right to any, especially to 
false teachers, tocome privately and, 
without the shepherd’s consent, to say 
what they please to his flock and to 
do what they please with it? If he 
has, how can they [he} take care of 
the flock, he has contained to their 
[his] charge. None can suppose this 
but mtraders, who are always apt to 
believe they have a right to do what- 
ever they wish todo. Hence, those, 
who assume this right, carry abont 
with them the mark ofseducers.”’ p.16. 


‘ Those preachers,’ the auther 
of the sermon next observes, 
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‘ who come in sheeps clothing but 
inwardly are ravening wolves,’ 
are false teachers. 

By coming in sheeps clothing 
is meant wearing the appearance 
of uncommon sanctity for the 
purpose of securing the reputa- 
tion of eminent holiness. A la- 
bored display of his distinguished 
goodness, high professions of his 
zeal for the honor of God and 
of his compassion for the souls of 
men, and an ostentatious relation 
of his intense and disinterested 
exertions for the prosperity of re- 
ligion, are in any individual evi- 
dence of a hollow heart. The 
actor always outdoes life. The 
knave, sensible of his own insin- 
cerity, feels it necessary, by abun- 
dant protestations of integrity to 
blind the eyes of mankind and to 
secure their confidence. Theman 
of sincere piety will indeed, deny 
falsehood and refute calumny, and 
in doing this he may have oc- 
casion to speak favorably of him- 
self, of his conduct, his views 
and his motives. But he will do 
it simply and modestly, and when 
he has done it, he will leave it to 
his life to confirm his declara- 
tions. 

«« [f they, (impostors) appear like 
sheep,and the ministers of Christ, 
they must exhibit a plausible appear- 
ance of humility, of zeal of meekness, 
of love to souls, of indifference to the 
world. They will make great pro- 
fessions, declare that they have no 
party designs, no sinister views, no 
selfish aims ; but as they have an ex- 
traordinary call from God to preach, 
they cannot avoid it ; and their only 
object is to promote the spiritual and 
eternal interest of souls.” p. 11. 

‘« A great degree of apparent sane- 
tity, a great degree of apparent zeal 
are necessary in imposters to decieve 
the world. And by such plausible 
appearances many are easily deceived. 
For they commonly reason thus. 
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There cannot be a great appearance 
of religion without the reality. And 
where there is real religion, every 
sentiment, preached by such charac- 
ters, must be true. Hence all they 
say is embraced without much e¢xami- 
nation,” p. 12. 

Hence tell their admirers, that they 
are false teachers, and they reply — 


What, persons who pray so cften, - 


who have such a !ove for souls, as tney 
manifest, who have experienced such 
wonderful things as they relate, 
who are co full of zeal? Can they be 
false teachers? It isimpossible. Hence 
by their high professions, and by their 
apparent holiness, you are deceived. 
One thing, which ought to make you 
suspect them causes you to believe in 
them. For, whenever you see per- 
sons, who appear to have more zeal, 


thanis commonly visible in the most’ 


eminent saints, you have reason to 
suspect there is a cheat; because a 
false zeal generally burns with a great- 
er flame than that which is genuine.” 

- 15. 7 

‘¢ Though, by their apparent zeal, 
their concern for souls, their great 
love fos each other, and high profes- 
sions, they may resemble the minis- 
ters of Christ ; yet observe them 
carefully and you may be undeceived. 
When they meet with opposition, and 
disappointment in their views, then 
see if they maintain the meekness and 
gentleness of which they boasted. 
They may appear modest and lowiy, 
at first; but when they find their in- 
fluence increased by the number of 
their followers, then see, whether 
they are moderate in their views or 
will be concented with small things. 
However gentle and peaceable they 
may appear at first, yet observe thena 
and you willsee them engaged to cre- 
ate parties, to scatter the flock of 
Christ.” pp. 13, 14. 


“ False teachers,” it is observ- 
ed, thirdly, ** preach dangerous 
errors privily and with cunning 
craftiness.”’ 


‘‘ Every errorin sentiment,” it ig 
admitted, ‘‘ is nota mark of a false 
teacher. Perfect uniformity in doc. 
trine, is notto be expected in this 
world. Butthose, who are the minig* 
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tersof Christ agree inall the essen- 
tial doctrines of the gospel.” 


Among the fundamental truths 
of the Gospel, thesovereignty and 
decrees of God, total depravity, 
the perseverance of the saints, the 
divinity of Christ, the absolute 
dependance of man, and the end- 
less misery of the finally impeni- 
tent are enumerated. Whatever 
may be the opinion of any indi- 
vidual on the question whether 
these are essential doctrines of 
Christianity, the remarks with re- 
gard to the complexion of every 
scheme of error are obviously 
just and deserving of serious con- 
sideration. 

‘* With their errors, they may mix 
Many truths, yet they are fundamen- 
tally erroneous. Their errors, if fol- 
lowed in all their consequences, would 
overthrow the gospel. But by mix- 
img truth with falsehood, their errors 
are glossed, and sweetened, and the 
more readily embraced, by theless dis- 
cerning. The fusdamental doctrines 
of the cospel, men naturaliy hate, and 
lave essen:ial errors ; they are, there- 
fore, prepared to reject the truth, and 
believe lies. This is one greatreason, 
why false teachers have had more suc- 
cess in the world, than the true minis- 
ters of God. Falseschemesexalt men, 
aod derogate the glory of God.” p.13. 


The manncr in which errors are 
propaguted 1s mentioned as an e- 
gzalinication of impostors, with 
the errors, which are dissemina- 
ted. He who acts in a clandestine 
manner, and who has recourse to 
duplicity may well be’ suspected 
of being corrupt at heart and of 
having some design in view, 
which would not bear the light. 
This course is, however, very of- 
ten pursued by the emissaries of 
falsehood. | 

*¢ Similar to this, Satan’s ministers 
are careful notio exhibit their most 
danzerou, errors at Rest. They will 
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profess not to disagree, essentially, 
with the ministers’ of Christ; but 
mean topromote the same cause they 
are promoting. They choose their 
hearers should believe they do not dif- 
fer, materially, from those, who are 
reputed orthodox. But when they 
have gained the confidence of the peo- 
ple, and seduced them so far, that 
they cannot be undeceived, as they 
judge, then they assume a more bold 
tone ; andopeniy reveal their senti- 
ments and designs. By gaining fol- 
lowers, in this manner, they prove 
themselves to be deceitful workers, ‘as 
the Apostle styles them. Hence, to 
propagate errors, in an artful manner, 
isasure mark of a false teacher.”’p.16. 


‘The Apostles,” we are next 
told, ‘‘ represent those to be false 
teachers, who cause divisions and 
offences inthe churchesof Christ.” 
He, who knows the value of unan- 
imity and peace, who is sensible 
how necessary, they are to the 
happiness of seciety and to the 
honor and prosperity of religion, 
will be unwilling to subvert them. 
He will not lightly opena way 
and let forth the waters of strife, 
Amidst contention concerning the 
principles of the Gospel, the ma- 
lignant passions of the human 
heart are apt torise and operate 
strongly, and the spirit and prac- 
tice of christianity to decline 
While the opinions and forms of 
denominations are strenuously 
maintained, each party in the ve- 
hemence of its zeal frequently o- 
verlooks the necessity of personal 
religion and thinks by the correct- 
ness of its creed or the excellence 
of itsmodeof worshipto securethe 


divine favor. Inferior objects are . 


elevated and the great things of 
religion engage but a subordinate 
degree of attention and regard. 
Besides, from scenes of debate 
and animosity the spirit of God 
withdraws; and with his depar- 
ture vital religion languishes and 
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the conversion, of sinners i3 at an 
end. And where division is crea- 
ted it is in vain to hope that bit- 
terness and contention will not 
ensue. Where different sects are 
formed the asperity of party-feel- 
ing will prevail and will give rise 
to dissension and hatred. 
When, therefore, any one con- 
siders the established minister of 
a place substantially correct in 
his principles, when he views him 
a faithful servant of Christ and 
one, who will guide the souls of 
men in the way to heaven, and 
when he esteems the church, over 
which he presides so conformed 
to the mode of the scriptures, and 
so placed on the true foundation 
that its members may be built up 
in faith and holiness to eternal 
life, he will not interpose, if he 
possess a christian spirit, for the 
purpose of introducing division. 
If solieited by disaffected individ- 
uals, he will refuse to become the 
instrament of building up a party 
and confirming disunion. He 
will direct those, who apply: to 
him, to lay aside their prejudices 
and-to sit down quietly under the 
ministry of him already establish- 
ed’ over them. He will warn 
them not to seck a remedy of 
those inconveniences, which they 
imagine that they suffer, in a 
manner which will produce more 
formidable evils, than thoze, al- 
If this be 
not done, it must be concluded 
that he hassome sinister end in 
view, that his great object is to 
mcrease his own denomination, 
toextend his influence and ad- 
vance his private interest, not to 
subserve the welfare of souls. 
But to evince the highest solici- 
tude to promote the success and 
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to secure the ascendency of our 
party is to evifice strong symp- 
toms of extreme bigotry or of cor- 
rupt intentions, It is the reli- 
gion of Christ which every true 
minister of the gospel wishes, to 
see prospered, not merely the cect, 
to which he belongs. . But if any 
one considers a particular preach- 
er so far gone,from the truth, that 
he is a blind guide and leading 
those, who follow him in the path 
of delusion, this opinion ought to 
be openly avowed, and he ought 
to warn him that leads and those 
who follow, of their error and their 
danger, and to point out to them 
the way of duty and of safety. 
On this subject, he is bound by 2 
regard for consissency, as well us 
by integrity to avoid reserve and 
duplicity. If he do not profess 
to esteem the minister, or the 
church materially erroneous, ot 
if, whatever his opinion may be, 
he do not pursue proper and scrip- 
tural measures to reform them; 
but goes on toexcite divisions and 
to produce schism and animosity, 
he acts an unchristian part and 
deserves the severest reprehen- 
sion and isa character, whom all, 
who value the interests of reli- 
cion.and reverence the precepts 
of the*gaspel will, as the apostle 
directs, mark and avoid. Weare 
not, indeed, for the sake of peace 
to follow or tamely to allow oth- 
ers to follow the paths of error 
and of sins; and for fear of divis- 
ion and animosity to suffer im- 
mortal souls to perish, But 
where we view a minister funda. 
mer tally incorrect and his hearers 
iu danger, we are bound explicit." 
ly to inform him and them of our 
opinion, wiih the reason, on which 
it is grounded that they may as 
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oid the road to ruin. When this 
s omitted and a preacher aims 
his efforts at producing disunion 
and establishing anarchy in 
churches and employs his labour 
in demolishing religious societies, 
he must be considered as actuat- 
ed by a malignant spirit, and as 
bearing one of the strongest 
marks of a corrupt and false 
teacher. 

« Christ Jesus has expressly taught 
us, in what manner we are to deal 
with those, whom we view corrupt, 


in sentiment, or in practice. And, if 
the rules he has prescribed, were 


" strictly observed, the peace and har- 


mony of the churches, would be pre- 
served ; divisions would but seldom 
take place. And, if the chusches are 
pure in doctrine, and practice, there 
is, most evidently, no cause for creat- 
ing divisions. As it is the great de- 
sign of the gospel, to maintain, and 
support union, peace, love, and har- 
mony, among the members of Christ’s 
body, so he has given rules, which, if 
put in practice, would uniformly pro- 
raore thisend. Those, therefore, who 
cause divisions, act in direct opposi- 
tion to the spirit, amd design of the 
gospel. And there is, in reality, no 
more ground for the exercise of char- 
ity, towards them; than toward those, 
who daily transgress, by some immor- 
a! conduct. p. 17. 

They profess to have attained to a 
high degree of purity ; to a full assu- 
rance; and to receive immediate 
communications from the spirit, who 
reveals to them, what they ought to 


preach. These, and the like, are the 


fair speeches, by which they deceive 
the simple ; persons of the least dis- 
cernment, and so ignorant, as not to 
be able to distinguish between pre- 
tence, and reality, truth and false- 
hood. It is among persons, of this 
character, and those, who are more 
or less prejudiced, against the-church- 
es, and pastors, where they live, that 
the y have the greatest success. p. 17,18- 

Hence, if the ministers of Christ, 
view any Organized churches so cor- 
rupt,e¢ither in doctrme, og in. prace 
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tice, that they cannot walk in fellow. 
ship with them, it is their duty, if 
they do any thing, to take these steps 
to reclaim them. If, instead of this, 
they proceed to preach among them, 
and adopt other insinuating arts, to 
persuade members to separate from 
them, and then frem them into a 
church, which can have no fellowship 
with those from which they have 
separated,they have createda schism 
in the body of Christ, and thus far, 
opposed the unity of the spirit. Hence, 
when an itinerant, or any other pro- 
fessed preacher of the gospe!, comes 
into a society, or parish, where there 
is an organized church, with an or- 
dained pastor, who, In his view, are 
so orthodox, that if they live up to 
their profession, they will be saved, 
he ousht, if he wish to instruct them, 
to obtain the liberty of the pastor. If 
the church have no pastor, he ought 
notto preach without the consent of 
the church. If his design be to 
strengthen their faith, increase their 
love, and promote peace and the uni- 
ty of the spirit, among them, he wilt 
readily obtain liberty. In this way, 
churches, which differ in many things, 
may live together, in mutual love and 
fellowship. And no one can be 
warranted to create parties, and divis- 
ions among them. p, p. 27, 28. 


‘‘ False teachers, we are further 
informed,” in scripture are repre- 
sented as pursuing their designs, 
in a secret and private manner.’’ 

This trait in the character of 
false teachers has already been 
slightly noticed. It is here more 
particularly illustrated. It is an 
undoubted truth, that craft and 
intrigue and artifice are always 
circumstances, which are inaus- 
picious. ‘Chey ever wear an om- 
inous aspect. He, who introdu- 
ces the subtlety and arts of the 
politician into the management 
of religious concerns, gives wus 
very little reason to conclude 
that he %s governed by pure in- 
tentions and actuated by the spir- 
‘it of piety. The cunning of ma- 
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chiavelian policy, when employed 
by the professed Christian, is a 
disgrace to religion, and affords 
round for the suspicion, that his 
ends are far from being laudable 
and that he is far from being scru- 
pulous concerning the means used 
to attain them. The upright 
Christian having fio object in 
view, which needs concealment 
does not act in a sl¥ and under- 
handed manner. Heis not a- 
fraid, that his motives, his designs 
and conduct should be known, 
He does not therefore wrap a- 
round him the curtaifi of secrecy. 
He is ever open and ingenuous, 
When, thetefote, we see a preach- 
er pursuing an artful and intrigu- 
ing course, we behold a strong 
indication of a false teacher. 

«¢ False teachers,”? we are fur- 
ther informed, ‘* slandered the ae 
postles, and labored to prejudice 
the minds of the people againtst 
them.”’ 

Those, who decry othets and 


_ labor to build on the ruin of their 


reputationtheir own fame, are just- 
ly saspicious characters. When 
a preacher has recourse to such 
arts, when he ttaduces others and 
endeavors to excite violent preju- 
dices against them, when he deals 
in calumny and invective and 
strives to load them with appro 
brium and hatred, and especially 
when he reviles them in private 
and makes assertions and deela- 
tions behind their backs, which 
he would not dare to utter to 
their faces, he exhibits the strong- 
est tokens of a corrupt heart, and 
decisive evidence of being a false 
teacher. 


«When they came to the churches of 
Galatia, and Corinth, they reproach- 
ed Paul, by saying, that he was a per- 
wa of a diminutive Sgure, and-con- 


Bb 
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temptible in his speech ; a man, who 
was not inspired, but learned the Gos- 
pel he preached, of the Apostles, at 
Jerusalem. See Gal. lst and 2d Chap. 
A man, they said, who was carnal, 
greedy of gain; who preached for 
the sake of wages. But they ‘raised 
themselves ; pretending they made 
the gospel free, and preached, only 
from love to souls, without any desire 
of worldly gain, These aspersions 
of the character of the great Apostle 
Paul, all will find, by reading the E- 
pisties to the Galatians, and the Cors 
inthians. Their reproaches, heaped 
upon him; obliged the Apostle to re- 
commend himself, and declare, that 
the gespel he preached, was not of 
men, but given him by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. Gal. Ist and 2d 
Chap.” p. 20. 

‘When public speakers travel, 
from church to church, end slander 
the pastors of the churches, where 
they preach, and, by artful insinua- 
tions, labor to prejudice the minds of 
their hearers, against them, and draw 
them away from the stated place of 
worship, to follow and admire them, 
they imitate seducers of old.” p. 21. 


Some of those emblems, by 
which irregular and corrupt min- 
isters are represented in Scripture, 
are next mentioned. 

*« They are compared to shepherds, 
who tread down the pasture, and foul 
the waters, where they ought to feed 
and watery their flocks, ~ Ezek. xxiv. 
18,19. The pure traths, and doc- 
trines of the gospel, are food to the 
hungry,. and water to the thirsty 
Christian. These, they treaddown, 
and foul, by their pernicious errors, 
and leave the people of God nothing 
but lies, which are vanity, to feed up« 
on.” p. 22. 


Weare finally told, that, 
“False teachers are often de- 
claiming in favor of liberty ; e3- 
pecially, liberty of conscience.” 
To give them liberty in the pro- 
fessed design of all seducers to 
those whom they intend. to core 
tupt. It is the desire of the infi. 
del, if you credit his assertions, th 
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free those; whom he would prose- 
lyte, from the domination of 
priestcraft and the dotage of su- 
perstition; the libertine would 
deliver those, whom he strives to 
seduce, from ridiculous fears and 
unnecessary and odious restraints. 
‘The lax teacher of religion 
would rescue those, whom he ad- 
dresses from the dogmas of cre- 
dulity, the obstinacy of bigotry 
and the preciseness and scruples 
ef weak and timorous souls, 
Those, then, who speak much 
and loudly in favor of liberty and 
who abound in exhortations to 
their hearers to think for them- 
selves, we have much reasontobe- 
lieve are deceivers. By desiring 
their hearers'to think for them- 
selves, they in a covert manner 
insinuate, that they are liberal- 
minded men, who have no wish 
to control the opinions of others, 
that the principles, which they 
advance, need only to be candid- 
ly examined to be embraced, and 
that such is the good ‘sense of 
those, whom they address, that 
if they will employ it, they will 
not fail of discovering the truth. 
It is a notorious fact that false 
teachers commonly take adyan- 
tage of the prejudices of their 
hearers, flatter their pride, coin- 
cide with their wishes and con- 
hive at their sins. 

‘* They will tell them, the gospel is 
Sree, and they onghtto have their 4- 
erty to support it, or not, They ‘in- 
sinuate into their minds, that they 
ought to have liberty to hear whom 
they please ;. that they oe to enjoy 
fiberty of conscience, hen they 
¢an make them ‘believe their under- 
standings have been long imposed up- 
on, and it is time for them to assert 
their liberty, and free themselves from 
the shackles of priestcraft, then, they 
hope to have the direction of them 
themselves 3 and increase, with more 
ease, their own denomination.” p. 23, 
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The preacher - proceeds to re- 
capitulate the marks of false 
teachers, which he had exhibit- 
ed, to notice two objections, and 
to make some concluding re- 
marks, 

To the objection, that some 
whom he designates as false 
teachers have great success in 
preaching, he replies, that ** The 
success of a preacher is no certain 
mark that he is or is not a false 
teacher.” To the other objec- 
tion, that ** Some to whom these 
marks of impostors will apply, 
have an extraordinary call to 
preach ; and have immediate as- 
sistance from God in their pub- 
lic performances,”’ he replies, 

‘* It is granted, thatall, who are 
sent by Christ, te preach the word, 
have an extraordinary, or an erdinary 
call. But those, who have an extra- 
ordinary call, are immediately come 
missioned by Christ, as the Apostles 
were; and invested with power to 
work mirac/es,to prove their commis- 
sion is from heaven. None have had 
this extraordinary call, since the days 
of the Apostles, These, who pre- 
tend to it, ought to giveevidence of it, 
by working miracles. Till they give 
this evidence of an extraordinary call, 
and supernatural assistance, their pre- 
tences are to be considered as the 
mark of an impostor. For this is one 
way, by which they deceive the sim- 
ple, and lead unstable souls astray. 
None, at this day, have any other 
than an ordinary call from Christ. 
Whether they have this ca!lor nor, 
they are willing to submit to the judg- 
ment of those, who are qualified te 
determine.”’ pp. 25, 26. 


In his concluding remarks he 
observes, that ‘* False teachers, 
in opposition to gospel rules and 
order are constantly counteract- 
ing one great design of the New 
Testament dispensation.”? ‘This 
design, he says, * is to promote 
love, peace, harmony and mutu- 
al fellowship among christians.” 
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He also mentions the reasons 
why false teachers have prevailed 
so long and have had so much 
success, He here remarks that 
“There always have been many, 
who had itching ears. Such, if 
they hear of any new doctrine 
cannot be contented, till they 
have. heard it.” He also ob- 
serves, that, “The leading. doc- 
trines they preach, suit the de- 
praved heart; and those, which 
they deny, in general the natural 
heart hates.” Hence many are 
pleased with and embrace their 
doctrines, and continue to hear 
them ;” and * because on their 
scheme it is an easy thing to be- 
come a christian and go to heav- 
eg 

With respect to the style of 
this sermon, we shail only ob- 
serve, that it bears too evident 
marks of haste and of negligence. 
The worthy and respectable au- 
thor, satisfied with a plain and 
clear exhibition of his sentiments, 
seems not to have aimed at the 
graces of style, at an ornamented 
diction and polished periods. 
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Some of the divisions. run. into 
each other, and this circumstance 
produces occasionally the repe- 
tition of the same ideas. But 
the discourse contains many im- 
portant truths, exhibited in a 
manner, which must be intelli- 
gible to every understanding. 
We esteem the subject of the 
first consequence and we think 
the marks of -false teachers, 
which are brought into view, ob- 
viously. just. We cannot but 
consider it worthy the serious 
consideration of all, whether the 
preachers, whose ministry they 
attend, are such as ought to be 
countenanced and encouraged. 
We should deem ourselves want- 
ing to our duty, regardless of 
the honor and prosperity of reli- 
gion and unfaithful to the souls 
of men, did we forbear to ex- 
press our decided and strong dis- 
approbation of false teachers, and 
did we neglect solemnly to warn 
our readers to beware of them, 
lest they be partakers with them 
in their evil deeds, be deluded hy 
them and involved in ruin. 





ante: 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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Account of the Oriental Manuscripts 
presented by the Rev. Dr. C. Bu- 
chanan to the University of Cam: 
bridge. 


A LEARNED Gentleman 
{Mr. T. Yeates) in the University 


| of Cambridge, has’ for sevéral 


months past been employed in ar- 


ranging and collating these valu- 


able manuscriptse They are 


chiefly Biblical, and are written ia 
the Hebrew, Syriac, and Ethiopic 
languages. ‘lhey wereall collee- 
ted by Dr. Buchanan in India. 
The Hebréw manuscripts were ' 
obtained from the Black Jews, 
who have had settlements in India 
from timé:immemorial, and are 
now found it? numbers about Co- 
chin. ‘These Jews differin many 
respects from those of other cout- | 
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‘tries, and bear evident marks of 


being descendants from those an- 
cient dispersions we read of in the 
sacred history. They call them- 


selves Bene Jsracl. They have the 


Hebrew Pentateuch, but scarcely 
know of any other books of Scrip- 
ture. A copy of the Hebrew 
Pentateuch, written on goat-skins, 
and found in one of their syna- 
gogues, isin the Buchanan callec- 
tion. ‘The Syriae manuscripts 
were collected from the Syrian 
Christians in ‘'Pravancore and 
Malayala, where a race of Chris- 
tians has existed ever since the 
Apostolic times ; and the native 
Indian Christians bear the name 
of the ** Christians of St. Thom- 
as,” tothis day. They have the 
whole Bible and other books not 
in our canon, extant in the Syriac 
language ; and theirs is perhaps 
the purest of all the versions of 
Scripture now known. ‘There is 
in this collection, a copy of the 
Bible, containing the hooks of 
the Old and New ‘Testament, 
with the Apocrypha, written on 
large folio vellum, and in the an- 
cient or Estrangelo character, and 
which was a present to Dr. Bu- 
chanan from Mar Dionysius, the 
Archbishop of the Indian church, 
‘Though all these MSS. were 
brought from India, they were 
not all written in India; some 
were written at Antioch, Meso- 


-potamia, and other parts of Syria, 


Asia, and Africa.—The Gentle- 
man who is collating these manu- 
scripts communicated the above 
account to the Editor ‘of the 
Christian Observer, and adds, 
«I now proceed to a particular 


description of a no less important - 


then curious article in the ‘collec- 
tion,namely, the Indian roll of the 
Pentateuch ; which I hopé will 


be found interesting to some of 
your readers. 

This MS. on a roll of goat- 
skins dyed red, was found in the 
record chest of a synagogue of 
the Black Jews,in the interior of 
Malayala,in India, by the Rev. 
Claud. Buchanan, in the year 
1806. . It measures in re for- 
ty-eight feet, and in breadth about 
twenty-two inches, or a Jewish 
cubit. The book of Leviticus, 
and most part of Deuteronomy, 
are wanting. The original length 
of the roll was not less than nine- 
ty feet English, as appears from 
calculation; and is properly a 
morocco roll, though now much 
faded. In its present condition, 
it consists of thirty-seven skins, 
contains one hundred and seven- 
teen columns of writing, perfectly 
clear and legible ; and exhibits a 
noble example of the manner and 
form of the most ancient Hebrew 
manuscripts among the Jews, 
The columns are a palm broad, 
and contain from forty-five to fit- 
ty lines each, 

Some of the skins appear more 
ancient than others ;. and it isev- 
ident from a bare inspection, they 
were notall written at the same 
period, nor by the same hand, 
None of the Hebrew vowel-points, 
accents, Or pauses, are extant ia 
it. It has none of the Masoret- 
ical notes, or various readings, 
The poetical parts, as Exod. xy. 
preserve a metrical form, as-in 
other copies—Therefore this is im 
all respects an unpointed copy. 
Its collation remains a desirable 
object ; chiefly because that, in 
comparing several whole and 
parts of.chapters with the prin- 
ted text, onlv one variation has 
been observed. ‘This circum- 
stance, we remark, affgrds con» 
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siderable testimony to its integri- 
ty and value: and the correct- 
ness of our best printed editions 
of the Pentateuch appears con- 
firmed by it. — 

‘The practice of writing the books 
of the Law in séin rolls is doubt- 
less very ancient ; for the prepar- 
ation of parchment and vellum 
for this purpose, being no more 
than an improvement, denotes a 
progress of the art, and conse- 
quently is of later invention. 
Morinus, in a letter to Dr, Thom- 
as Comber, Dean of Carlisle, and 
&oermerly Master ef Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, writes, that he 
had in his possession a MS. roll 
of the Samaritan Pentateuch, 
written on cali-skins, of an uncer- 
tain date; his words are these : 
«« Sunt mihi quatuor exemplaria 
codicis Hebrmo-Samaritani, Pri- 
mum integerrimum in vitulina 
pelle majoribus et elegantissimis 
characteribus descriptum. In 
fine Exodi scriptum est, Quadri- 
gentis argenteis Damasci emptum esse 
anno Arabum, 782.’? This letter 
is dated from Paris, An, 1633, 
Vide Antiquit. Ecclesiz Orien- 
talis. Enpist. xxxviii. 8vo. Lond. 
1682. ‘The year of the Arabs, 
782, corresponds to the year of 
our Lord 1404, the year of its 
purchase ; but the date of the 
MS. was not known. 

Thelearned Montsaucon makes 
mention of a MS, roll of the He- 
brew Pentateuch in calf-skins, pre- 
seved in the library of the monas- 
tery of the Dominicans at Bolog- 
na in Italy, ‘The letters,” says 
he, * have scarcely lost any thing 
of their blackness ; whichis attri- 
buted to the skin, a mighty pre- 
server of the ink.” This MS. 
was presented to the. monastery 
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by the Jews when. Aymericus 
was general of the order; thax is, 
about the beginning of the four- 
teenth century, four hundred years 
since.” Vide Travels in Italy, 
page 435. Now if this MS. 
which was considered very an- 
cient in the time of Aymericus, 
be supposed to have been written 
500 years before, the age of it at 
this present time will be 1000 


years, supposing it now existing. - 


Aymericus was general of the a- 
bove order of Dominicans, An. 
1308. 

The same learned writer men- 
tions avery ancient copy of the 
book of Esther, written on dress- 


ed calf-skins, preserved in the 


monastery of the canons regular 
of St Saviour’s in Bologna ; said 
to have been written by Esdras 
himself. See Montf. Travels in 
Italy, pag. 442. , 
There is a treatise inserted in 
the body of the Jerusalem Tal- 
mud, containing the rulesof the 
scribes, and how, and in what man- 
ner, the sacred books are to be 
written. Thesame directs, that 


the law be written on the skins of 


clean beasts ; of which number 
are sheep, goats, and calves, 
The Jews had the art of dressing 
and dying skins so early as the 
time of Moses: and ram-skins 
dyed red made one of the cover- 
ings of the tabernacle (Exod. 
xxvi, 14%) and for aught we 
know, Moses wrote the law on 
skins so prepared. The very 
existence of these rolls seems te 
favour sucha conjecture as ex. 
tremely probable : and we may 
consider them imitations, and ex: 
act models, of the most ancient 


manner of writing the sacred 


books among the Jews. The In- 
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dian morocco roll in the Buchan- 
an Collection, is certainly an im- 
portant acquisition.—I am, &c. 
T. YEATES. 
Cambridge, Feb. 7, 1810. 
7 Con. Mag. 


—==— 


Extract of a letter from Mr. D. L. 
Dodge, dated New-York, 29th 
October, 1810, addressed to R. 
Ralston, Esq. Philadelphia. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

“The Directors of the New- 
York Bible Society, have author- 
ized me to transmit $1000 for 
them, and $100 received from 
the Young Men’s Society, to Mr. 
Carey and his friends at Bengal, 
to aid them in their good wort of 
translating the scriptures into the 
native languages of India. The 
object of this isto solicit your 
friendly aid in obtaining a good 
conveyance, free from expense, if 
practicable.” 


The Bible Society of Con. has 
lately received another donation 
of 50 pounds Sterling (222 dol- 
lars) from the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. 

Bible Societies have been es- 
tablished at Salem, Mass. and at 
Albany and Utica, N. Y. 


ORDINATIONS. 
On Wednesday the 7th of Nov: 


last, the Rev. Rateuw Rosinson 
was ordained over the Congrega- 
tional church and society of Fair 
Vale, in Granville, Ny ¥. and the 


a 
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~lowship; Rev. 


[Jax. 


first Congregational church and 
society in Hartford, N. Y. The 
Rev. Matthew Taylor made the 
introductory prayer; The Rev. 
Holland Weeks preached the Ser- 
mon from Mal. i. 1. The Rev. 
William Jackson made the conse- 
crating prayer, while hands were 
imposed by Messrs. Jackson, 
Halland Weeks. Rev. Nathan- 
iel Hall gave the charge; the 
Rev. William Boardman, the 
right hand fellowship ; and the 
Rev. John B. Preston made the 
concluding prayer. 


Ordained, at Ludlow, Vt. on 
Wednesday, the 10th of Oct. last, 
over the Congregational church 
and society in that place, the Rev- 
Peter Resp. Rev. Samuel Sar- 
gent, of Chester, made the intro- 
ductory prayer; Rev Lemuel 
Haynes, of W. Rutland, preach- 
ed the Sermon ; Rev Prince Jenne 
of Plymouth made the consecra- 
ting prayer; Rev. Sylvester Sage 
of Westminster gave the charge ; 
Rev. James Converse of Weath- 
ersfield gave the right hand of fel- 

Pimothy Clark 
of Greenfield, N. H. made the 
concludiag prayer. The pro- 
found attention of the numerous 
audience added peculiar beauty 
and solemnity to the scene, and 
was an indication of the divine 
approbation and presence on the 
occasion. 


Ordained at Cambridge, Nov. 
21st, 1810, over the Congrega- 
tional church and society in that 
place, Rev. Joun Truar. Partic- 
ulars we have not learnt. 


Ordained, on the 12th of Sept. 
last, at Londonderry, N. H. Rev. 
Epwarp L. Paxrxer over the 
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first Parish in that town. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Worcester of 
Salem. | 


On the 10th Oct. 1810 at 
Pittsfield, Mass. Rev. Wittiam 
ALLEN, Over the church and 


Nen Publications.—Poetry. 


congregation of which his father 
was late pastor. 


The same day, at Amherst, 
Mass. Rev. Natuan Perkins. 
Sermon by Dr. Perkins, Con. 





ata 


oni the 





NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


+o 


A Sermon delivered to the 
eandidates for the Baccalaureate 
in Middlebury College, August, 
12, 1810. By Henry Davis, 
D. D. President. Middlebury. 
Swift & Chipman. 

Election the foundation of 
obedience, a Sermon delivered 
before the General Convention of 
Congregational and Presbyterian 
ministers, at Brookfield, Vt. Sept. 
5, 1810. By the Rev. Holland 


Weeks, A. M. Pastor of the Con- 
Branton Church in Pittsford. 
andolph. S. Wright, 1810. 

Swift & Chipman, Middlebu- 
ry, will shortly publish Zion’s 
Pilgrim, by Robert Hawker, 
D. D. 

Swift and Chipman propose to 
publish Dialogues, Letters and 
Essays on various Subjects, by 
Andrew Fuller. 
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POETRY- 


ON THE SCRIPTURES. 


Ho ty Bible, book divine, 
Precious treasure ! Thou art mine ; 
Mine, to tell me whence I came ; 
Mine, to teach me what I am! 


Mine, to chide me when I rove ; 
Mine, to shew-a Savior’s love ; 
Mine, art thou to guide my feet ; 


Mine, to judge, condemn, acquit ! 
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Mine, to comfort in distress, 
If the Holy Spirit bless ; 
Mine, to shew, by living faith, 
Man can triumph over death !. 


Mine to tell of joys to come, 
Of the rebel sinner’s doom ; 
O, thou precious book divine ! 
Precious treasure ! Thou art mine 
Gos. Treas. 
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EPIGRAM I, 
@N & RAMBLING PREACHER, WHO LAID AIS BIBLE BEHIND BI 
AS SOON AS HE HAD READ HIS TEX7- 
Wuewn Ralph has read his text, 
You’ll see it if you mind him ; 
He shuts his Bible up, 
And lays it down behind him. 


No wonder, Spintext cries, 
- He’ll do as well without it ; 
For when his text is read, 
He’ll say no more about it. 





. EPIGRAM ITI. 
@8 4 PREACHER WHO WAS VAIN OF NOT STUDYING UIS DISCOURSS+ 
Pires so often tells his friends, 7 
That.they must needs believe it, 


His sermon comes into his mind, 
All fresh as they receive it. 


Poor man f I’d have him save his breath, 
And tell him so sincerely, 

_ Fhat he ne’er studies we’re convinc’d, 
His mene... proves it et 


b. 


Do 


Donations to the Vermont Missionary Society. 


Rev. Azel Washburn, collected in new Settlements, 10,7 

Rev. Ralph Robinson, do, do. — 769 
Mr. Jacob Abbot Groton, 4,00 
Mr. Alanson Green, Williamstewn, 1,06 






































